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ABSTRACT

This paper critically examines Mustansar Hussain Tarar’s novel Bahao through the
lens of ecocriticism, focusing on the collapse of nature and the cultural devastation
caused by environmental change. The drying of the River Saraswati symbolizes
the disintegration of ecological balance, leading to the ruin of a once-thriving
civilization. The novel explores themes such as barrenness of land, helplessness of
humans and animals, and the decline of a harmonious way of life. This study
highlights how environmental degradation, triggered by both natural shifts and
human actions, results in not just ecological damage but a deep civilizational and
existential crisis.
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