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Colonial Influences on the Style of Urdu Sirah Writing:
An Analytical Study of Selected Books

ABSTRACT

This study presents an analytical exploration of the stylistic features of Urdu Sirah
writing during the colonial period in the Indian subcontinent. The colonial era
brought significant intellectual, cultural, and political transformations that deeply
influenced Islamic scholarship and literary expression. In response to western
criticism, orientalist discourse, and missionary challenges, Urdu Sirah writers
adopted distinctive stylistic strategies to defend and reinterpret the life of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). This study examines how these writers employed a
blend of traditional narrative techniques and modern argumentative methods,
incorporating rationalism, historical analysis, and reformist perspectives into their
works. It highlights the shift from purely devotional and descriptive styles to more
critical and scholarly approaches. Special attention is given to language, rhetoric,
structure, and the influence of contemporary socio-political conditions on stylistic
choices.
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